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mrsgbaker@weebly.com
Syllabus for Pre-AP Biology
Course Overview 
This course is an investigation into cell biology, genetics and evolution. The students will be involved in an in depth, hands-on examination of each of the above topics. They will be challenged to develop critical thinking skills, to understand Biologic and scientific

processes, and to build a foundation for success in AP Biology. To accomplish these objectives, the Pre-AP curriculum examines topics with more depth and includes more advanced resource material in addition to the adopted text.
Major Course Objectives
 Students will…

· Demonstrate and inspire an understanding of and appreciation for the complexities of life.
· Demonstrate the ability to critically and analytically about topics, information and data.

· Explain the structure and function of animal and plant cells, cell specialization, basic biochemistry, and disease-causing microbes.
· Explain phenotype, genotype, traits, DNA replication, mutations, protein synthesis, gene expression, mitosis, meiosis and genetic engineering.
· Explain phylogeny, evolutionary processes and natural selection, speciation and evidence for natural selection
Textbook, Instructional Materials, Resources  
· Lawrence Hall of Science, University of California (2011).  Science and Global Issues: Biology.  Lab-Aids, Ronkonkoma, NY
· Apps: Powerpoint, ebackpack,  and others as directed by the teacher.
· Charged ipad will be used daily.
· Notebook, pen or pencil and calculator.

Grading

Each assignment and assessment given will be worth a certain number of points.  Grades will be shown as a fraction on graded work.  The top number will indicate points earned, the bottom number will indicate points possible. Students will also, at times, receive a daily participation grade. Students are expected to productively and responsibly participate in all course activities.  4 participation points will be awarded on appropriate days to students who accomplish this.  Points will be deducted for uninvolved or disruptive behavior.  Behaviors deemed as disruptive, disrespectful or dangerous may also involve the student receiving a grade of 0 for the activity during which it occurred.  Much of the time the students will be assigned a group or a partner to complete the requirements.  This is not expected to be a social time and students keeping themselves and/or others from completing their tasks or improperly handling or using materials and equipment will be heavily penalized or, depending on the nature of the behavior, will be removed from the group and given a 0 as a grade.
No extra credit will be given.

Technology
eBackpack, and email are used heavily in this class. It is highly recommended that students frequently refer to these throughout the day.

The internet is also heavily relied upon with the expectation that the student follows the guidelines set by the school and the teacher.

Student Expectations
· Students are expected to conduct themselves in accordance with the Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School Handbook.
· Students are expected to attend class each day with the following materials: their charged ipad, their notebook, a pen or pencil, completed homework if assigned, and any other materials directed by the teacher.  

· Ipad use must also be in accordance with the handbook and the rules set by the teacher.
· Students are expected to be respectful at all times; to the school (both the physical building and the entity), to the teachers, to each other, to the staff, to visitors, to materials and supplies, to animals, plants, etc in the classrooms, etc.  

· Students are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that is conducive to their learning and to the learning of others and the mission of Bishop Guilfoyle.

· Students are responsible for requesting their make-up work with a provided written request form, retrieving the request form when completed by the teacher and returning completed make-up within one week of request unless otherwise directed by the teacher.
.
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